PN 


i. OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 


Broadcast by Stations of the American Broadcasting Co. 
hi 3 


ih, Pat. Off. 


Our Churches Offer a Sound 
Basis for Faith and Living? 


Moderator, GEORGE V. DENNY, Jr. 
Speakers 


PH W. SOCKMAN IRWIN EDMAN 
‘GILIA PETERSON FREDRIC WERTHAM 


(See also page 12) 


COMING 
November 29, 1949 


Is Profit-Sharing the Answer to Labor- 
Management Disputes? 


December 6, 1949 


Should We Recognize the Chinese 
Communist Government? 


Mished by THE TOWN HALL, Inc., New York 18, N. Y. 


WVOLUME 15, NUMBER 30 -@@> $4.50 A YEAR: 10c A COPY 


kk * CONTENTS kkk 


The account of the meeting reported in this Bulletin was transcribed 

from recordings made of the actual broadcast and represents the exact 

content of the meeting as nearly as such mechanism permits. The 

publishers and printer are not responsible for the statements of the 
speakers or the points of view presented. 


es 
THE BROADCAST OF NOVEMBER 22: 


“‘Do Our Churches Offer a Sound Basis for 
Faith and Living?” 


MprDENN terre ee eee 3 
PPK SOCK MAN 6. 25 oe et ee ee 4 
PD BU MAN ee ok ee 6 
MiSs PETERSON] 7s 2. rs re ee 8 
De, WERTHAMOSS S624 bmn eee 4 ee 10 
THE. SPEAKERS .COLUMING Mi se) ae 12 
QUESTIONS, - PLEASE! 32.2 ee ee 16 
i 


THE BROADCAST OF NOVEMBER 29: 
“Is Profit-Sharing the Answer to Labor- 
Management Disputes?” 

fy 

THE BROADCAST OF DECEMBER 6: 

“Should We Recognize the Chinese Communist 

Government?” 
—— *& -—-—_. 


The Broadcast of November 22, 1949, over the Americayj 
Broadcasting Company Network from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
EST, originated in Town Hall, New York City. 


— 


Town Meeting is published by The Town Hall, Inc., Town Meeting 

Publication Office: 400 S. Front St., Columbus 15, Ohio. Send subscrip: 

tions and single copy orders to Town Hall, New York 18, N. Y 

Subscription price, $4.50 a year. 10c a cory. Entered as second-clas: 

matter, May 9, 1942, at the Post Office at Columbus, Ohio, under the 
Act of March 3, 1879. 


Copyright, 1949, By THE TOWN HALL, INC. 


hae Meeting 


| BULLETIN OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 


GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 


EMBER 22, 1949 VOL. 15, No. 30 


» Our Churches Offer a Sound Basis for 
Faith and Living? 


uncer: 
@e other day a lady approached us after a Town Hall lecture 
bere Schary and said, “I’ve been listening to Town Meeting for 
vast twelve years. Until three years ago, I lived in California, 
E didn’t know until this fall where Town Hall was or anything 
* your other educational activities.” 

ieil, we hasten to apologize if we haven’t made it clear that 
Town Hall on West 43rd Street is the busiest auditorium in 
cuntry. It is world famous as a concert hall, and many leading 
‘ts make their debuts here. Its morning lecture program brings 
own Hall three mornings each week outstanding leaders in 
‘elds, and its program of short courses and popular seminars 
ag the late afternoon and evening is designed especially for 
| people who want to keep abreast of the times or to study 
: subject of special interest. 

ir Town Meeting listeners are cordially invited to include 
a Hall in their plans when they come to New York, especially 
jur Tuesday Town Meeting. Tickets are always available if 
write in advance. 

w, to preside over our discussion, here is your moderator, 
*resident of Town Hall, New York, and founder of America’s 
1 Meeting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. 


od evening, neighbors. Tonight’s question concerns us all, 
aer we are members of the church or not. Among other things, 
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we are asking our speakers if our churches today offer satisfac 
answers to such questions as, “Who am I?” and “Where ¢ 
going?” 

Aside from practical reasons, such as staying out of jail, 
of public opinion or illness, why should I choose to do those th 
that are good and just and generous, rather than seek unlin 
gratification of my senses? 

Or, on what basis do our churches claim that there are univ 
principles in the field of human relations which are as valid a: 
principles we call laws in the physical world? Is this a sound | 
for faith and living today? 

Last spring, three of the members of this panel and Jz 
Michener, the author of South Pacific, discussed this subject i 
article that appeared last month in Pageant magazine. 

On the eve of Thanksgiving Day, a symbol of man’s fait 
and gratitude to Divine Providence, we meet again to cont 
our discussion of the question, “Do Our Churches Offer a Si 
Basis for Faith and Living?” 

We're going to ask Dr. Sockman to open our discussion 
evening. Dr. Sockman has had the unique experience of ha 
been minister of Christ Church here in New York City di 
his entire ministry, embracing a period of more than 30 y 
His voice is familiar to a nation-wide audience, as he condt 
the national radio pulpit for more than 25 years. 

Dr. Sockman is also director of the Hall of Fame and pres: 
of the Church Peace Union, was a delegate to the first asse 
of the World Council of Churches in Amsterdam in 1948, wv 
he was appointed a member of the Central Committee. He’, 
author of several books. The newest one, on the Beatitudes, 
Higher Happiness, will be out in January and is the Jan 
selection for the Religious Book Club. 

Dr. Sockman, we’re very happy to welcome you back to 1 
Hall. Dr. Ralph Sockman. (Applause) 


Dr. Sockman: 

We must distinguish between what the churches offer and 
people take from them. If a jewelry store carries costly p 
it’s no reflection on its goods if most of the patrons prefer imit 
jewelry. 

Let us admit that many churchgoers take away cheap st 
tutes instead of genuine religious products. Let’s admit alsc 
we of the pulpit are often poor salesmen and, therefore, f 
to blame. But Miss Peterson and I contend that the church 
offer a sound basis for faith and living. 
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*irst of all, the churches offer a pattern of time-tested values. 
e church is not a mere social policeman trying to put over a 
ral strait jacket to keep us good. The church is really not trying 
put anything over on people but to put something over to 
pple, so that they learn what the good life is without making 
| mistakes of their ancestors with the same aim as the professor 
philosophy like Dr. Edman. 
hus, the churches teach the great moral codes such as the 
a Commandments and the Beatitudes. These are formulas for 
mg and, like the formulas of a chemical laboratory, represent 
results of former experiments. 
n the laboratory of life, the church lays before us certain great 
e-tested rules of living and, if we accept these as truth, we 
d the explosions that wreck our homes and happiness. But 
church, when it’s true to the Hebrew prophets and Jesus, 
es not only a pattern of values but also progress in value 
ing. 
’s rather stupid to say to a child, “Behave.” By that, we usually 
su do as I do. Emerson showed the fallacy of trying to make 
ren mere copies of their elders when he once said to a parent, 
& know, and I know, and God knows that one like you is 
keh for the world.” (Laughter) 
ve good life must be a growing thing. New occasions teach 
duties. They give directions as well as definitions. That’s what 
s gave. He took us from patterns to paths. He takes these old 
teal principles, shows us direction, and then pursues that for 
mtil they touch our consciences here. 
ore than that, the churches not only do this value making 
M@ihey advance toward the goals of virtue, and they’re doing 
@: pioneering. The churches have been back of most, if not 
st all, of the great social reforms. The churches are back of 
struggle for human rights, and certainly for world peace. 
‘ie churches may sometimes move so slowly that their critics 
Hmpatient. But here’s the point: The churches keep going 
1 so many liberals outside the churches grow weary and quit 
ruggle. 
astein paid a great tribute to the churches of Germany when 
a rid that they had kept up the struggle for human liberty 
Mlafter the press and the universities had quit. 
vhow if the churches are as useless as my critics are probably 
: {| to say they are, why do they keep appealing to us ministers 
Whoop it up for every cause that comes along? 
! ng with the pattern of values and the progress in value 
ng there’s one thing more to be said: The church offers 
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power to keep us going. Why has the church lived beyond all 
governments? Certainly not because of its human efficiency. 
been divisive, it’s been mismanaged, but it lives because it hi 
power, not ourselves, that makes for righteousness, and it ] 
that power at the disposal of the people. Through prayer, t 
attune our finite minds to the infinite. Through public worship t 
induce silence, self-searching, and the feeling of fellowship. | 
higher quest—all of which lift our spirit as a ship is lifted in 
locks of a canal. 

Will my opponents say that this is not sound; that this is ¢ 
a delusion of power; that the belief in a living God and a lin 
Christ is only a ghost story? 

Well, my answer is that ghost stories and delusions have née 
made great characters, but the churches have. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Thank you, Dr. Ralph Sockman. Our next speaker is on 
Columbia University’s best loved and highly respected fae 
members. Irwin Edman is a professor of philosophy who has’ 
a marked influence on the lives of many of our well-kn: 
present-day writers. He began as a lecturer on philosophy 
Columbia in 1918 and is now the executive of that departm 
He has written widely in this field and is a regular contribute 
the Nation’s leading magazines, is author of two widely kn 
books, Philosopher’s Quest and Philosopher’s Holiday. Dr. ly 
Edman of Columbia University, welcome back home. (Applai 


Dr. Edman: 

Dr. Sockman, almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian, 
I should like to say, in further preface, that some of my 
friends are clergymen. But I could nonetheless not quite ae 
Dr. Sockman’s genial and winning assumption that the powe 
the church has been so powerful that it makes for perfection, 
cause the present state of the world has been after the opera 
of the churches for some two thousand years. 

In order to be brief myself, I shall have to seem to be a ] 
of village atheist on a national network. I do not think, bro 
speaking, that organized religion in this country is providit 
faith to live, which is dependent on a sound philosophy, bee: 
I do not think that the churches are providing a philosophy at 

I do not think that, even for phenomenal believers and chu 
goers, organized religion is providing any philosophy, soumt 
unsound. It may be providing other things such as a sens 
mystical and shared participation, a place for proper and sol 
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ression on serious occasions, such as marriages and funerals— 
jen even atheists turn to the churches—but it is not providing 
hilosophy, or where it does provide the shadow of one, it is 
iew of life founded on dubious legend, myth, and superstition. 
presume that what the question means is this: Are the churches 
iding an adequate faith to live, a creed, a pattern of belief 
ich can sustain courage and hope, liberate compassion and 
will, and aid men to use their intelligence in the midst 
ontemporary crises? 

he churches seem to me on the horns of a long familiar 
imma. They must either follow the lines of some strict and 
litional orthodoxy or compromise with modern confusion and 
me equally confused. 

they follow the orthodox line, they give us a world view based 
ia supernaturalism which modern inquiry renders at least 
pect. They provide a basis for belief and action founded on a 
© of man and nature that has been out of date since the birth of 
ern science. 

yculd-be believers are thus driven to two bad alternatives: 
| is believing what is doubtful; or, two, in trying to believe 
wming more dubious still. 

@anwhile the churches fail if they try to follow, I think, the 
of intellectual modernism. A great many liberal leaders in 
surch follow the second path. They play down their tradi- 
| orthodoxies. They water down their beliefs. They dilute 
> theologies, until they have nothing left but a popularization 
‘ychoanalysis mingled with polysemantics and polyeconomics 
is called peace of mind or peace of soul. . 

Ithodox churches, at least, occasionally, try to stand out four- 
@e against worldliness. Simple evangelists at least preach a 
ical brotherhood of man in the light of the Fatherhood of 
But most churches today have become worldly institutions, 
ig, among other things, to control education; have become 
dly institutions without a clear idea of the world, and without 
ar faith as to the vicissitudes of present-day life by which they 
guide their flocks. 

y teach either outmoded supernaturalism or fashionable 

new ideologies. They know neither the conviction of a burn- 

tith, nor of a responsible philosophy, nor of a deep, mystical 

\asion. I think this explains why so many have turned to 

r leaders in this world or have been attracted by exotic 

pns of the East. 

Iny do not know exactly what they want, but they know that 

Mithey want is not being provided by the churches, and what 
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they want is a philosophy that shall help them to have hope v 
out illusion, faith without absurdity, and charity without s 
mentalism. 

I think such a view of life may come from the modern scie 
of nature and human nature—a common faith in the codperé 
of mortal men in a changing and challenging world. (Appla: 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Edman. You’ve wielded a wicked stilet 
hope that Miss Peterson has her dagger and shield at hand. § 
a program as this would certainly be incomplete without a wo! 
We’re very happy, indeed, to welcome the daughter of Dr. Fret 
Peterson, former president of the Neurological Institute, he 
the mother of two children, a well-known lecturer, writer 
book-reviewer, who has many times appeared on this platf 
author of a bestseller called Polish Profile, Miss Virgilia Petes 
(Applause) 


Miss Peterson: 


I grew up with some of Dr. Edman’s ideas, though I ae 
without the tinge of irony with which he has just colored t 
but after a few of the usual tribulations of life, I have finally « 
over to Dr. Sockman’s side. (Applause) 

One of the incidents which, perhaps, changed my mind 
place during the last war. With my children, who were then 
and five, we were living in a corner of Europe which was over¢ 
by a hostile army, and we had to flee in the night. The child 
_ was five knew about God and said, “I’m not afraid. God will 
care of us.” The child who was two had not heard about G 
nor about war, for that matter—and that child was deeply 
turbed. It seems to me now, these many years later, that I 
see the difference in their trust in life and in their attitudes. 
this I ask their forgiveness because they are now half-growr 
they are listening to me, and I am sorry to have dragged the 

Fear is not the only reason for believing in God. All you 
have children will probably agree with me that if a little 
is left alone in the crowded streets—alone to decide whe 
cross in the traffic, whom to trust and whom to mistrust, 
to fight, and when to flee—he may enjoy this boundless fret 
for a little while, but soon he will begin to feel the weig 
responsibility, and to feel resentment at being thus aband 
because the child needs the absolute to keep him from de: 

I fancy the same is true of the grown man. He, too, nee 
absolute to keep him from despair. He needs an absolute to 
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passions order and meaning, and to measure himself against 
e standard. For man, after all, is a spiritual animal. He, alone, 
ll creatures, knows that he knows, and he also knows that 
does not know what is to come of him. 
Il history shows that man needs to believe in a supreme being. 
needs an answer to those two unanswerable questions which 
| Denny stole from me, “Who am I?” and “Where am I going?” 
tole those, of course, from all humanity. 
ese are absurdly poignant questions, asked by all of us at 
‘time or another. I maintain that only the churches give an 
jolute answer. 
he churches are the repositories of man’s spiritual hopes. With- 
them, each one of us would have to go out and look for the 
all over again by himself, hewing his own way, and this 
d scarcely lead to anything but chaos. 
nerefore, if I may presume to say so, I disagree with the title 
nis discussion altogether, and I think it should be reversed. It 
lid read “Are we turning to our churches for a sound basis 
faith in living?” I wonder, have we not been sidetracked by a 
Hency to disbelieve all that cannot be proved by our senses? 
je we not somewhere lost the courage to make that great leap 
tne dark which is faith? 
b= cannot discuss our churches as though they were a chain 
wugstores dealing in outdated retail goods. Like the drug- 
#©s, our churches can be and, of course, are extremely useful. 
12 the case of the churches, their usefulness, in my opinion 
way, is a by-product, for chiefly they are and always will be 
@ iving testimony to man’s eternal need to surrender his body 
Mthus to secure his soul. 
9. Edman claims that science has superseded religion. I do not 
Wve that the scientific laboratory has been able to take the 
Wich’s place. The mysteries unveiled in the laboratory are 
@rsonal. Just look at the choice before the nuclear physicist 
Maday. He has to decide, himself, whether to harness the new 
“¢ that he has or to unleash it. This is a moral decision between 
@ and evil, and science will not provide him with the answer 
*nat, 
j jon’t know what Dr. Wertham is going to say, but he will 
Mably say that psychiatry is of more assistance than religion, 
Mithere, again, I disagree with him. Psychiatry also fails to 
Hus the answer we cry for, for although it is highly individual 
hus puts a great price on personality, all it helps us to do is 
tke a choice within the lonely citadel of ourselves, and that 
enough. 


Another so-called substitute for God— humanism, humanitar 
ism—has also failed to give us the answer. To serve and sacrific 
the shifting eternal imperfections of human society is only hal 
answer; it is not an absolute. 

if we doubt the validity of the churches to help us toda: 
seems to me we would do well to look carefully across the we 
Over there, a whole society of youth is growing up without 
God, and over there, hundreds of millions of older people 
living, robbed of the God that they had. What is being given t 
as a cure for desolation, and as an answer to the enormit; 
man’s faith? A police state. 

Perhaps, if we had to fight for our churches, we would 
question their validity. In my opinion, if they have failed, | 
because we have failed to place ourselves in their keeping. ( 
plause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Miss Peterson. Well, we still have some more 
ferences of opinion here tonight. Our next speaker is a di 
guished psychiatrist, director of the Lafargue Clinic locate 
the basement of St. Philip’s Parish House in Harlem. Dr. Wert! 
was born in Germany. He came to this country in 1922, becam 
American citizen, and taught at Johns Hopkins in Baltimore. 
entire career has been devoted to the field of psychiatry wl 
he has won outstanding recognition. He’s the author of a textk 
called The Brain as an Organ. In 1931, he wrote an ominous f 
called Dark Legend: A Study in Murder, and, in 1949, a k 
called The Shadow of Violence. Dr. Wertham takes the negatiy 
tonight’s question and we welcome him to our platform. ( 
plause) 


Dr. Wertham: 


Dr. Sockman has presented the blessings of religion. Profe 
Edman has examined the philosophical foundation and fous 
wanting. Miss Peterson has given the statement of religion | 
guide for living. I question the practical results. The $64 ques 
nowadays is not living, but surviving. (Applause) Organ 
religion must accept a large share of responsibility for the s¢ 
injustice around us. If a poor man does something wrong, | 
put him in the cooler. If a well-to-do man does something wr 
they give him a deep freezer. (Laughter) That is quite a differe 
(Applause) 

What is the position of organized religion with regard to viol 
and war? The president of the World Food Council, Lord E 
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ir, said recently at Oxford, “if by some miracle, peace descended 
| the earth, the strain would be too great for our economic 


jucture.” 
sl other words, if religion could perform the miracle of peace, 
the business of preparation for war and destruction should 
se, many people would have to starve. Man does not live by 
ad alone, but he cannot live without bread, either. And yet 
janized religion, according to Lord Boyd Orr, is a setup of 
truction. 
I were to organize a big meeting for peace, and asked all the 
jakers to speak only about peace and nothing else but peace, 
jyou think that people would say, “Wertham is organizing a 
2a meeting’? I’m afraid they would say something very 
rent. 
as there ever been a weapon devised by the mind of man, 
crossbows to hand grenades and tanks, that has not been 
sed by organized religion? Thanks to Norman Cousins, we 
fw now the extent of the mass murder of men, women, and 
‘ren at Hiroshima—almost equal to half a million in record 
® And thanks to military experts, we know that it was un- 
sssary. 
= a scientist and as a human being, I can see no earthly 
Mcation for using such a weapon against anybody (applause), 
bas organized religion used its influence against this monstrous 
eon, and does not its tacit approval indicate that it would not 
wpposed to its future use? 
ise the example of intolerance. The American Civil Liberties 
on has found that intolerance in the United States is worse 
than at any time in the last 29 years. 
}2 in New York have just now, at a cost of 55 million dollars 
e taxpayers, erected the greatest mass monument to race 
ed—Stuyvesant Town, a structure bigger than the new 
ietariat of the United Nations. I do not know how good the 
itectural foundation of this housing development is, but I do 
vy that the foundation of its idea—that races cannot live 
her harmoniously—is a lie. 
‘\s organized religion made any attempt to prevent the per- 
tion of Hitlerism in our midst? Or does it not itself, all over 
ountry, set an example, not against evil, but for it? Science 
“&xploded the myth on which this policy is founded. 
‘sen I wanted to start the Lafargue Clinic, the city govern- 
. approved the plan, but the last mention of it was in the 
liful election speech by Mayor La Guardia. When I submitted 
fans to the multimillionaire, I learned that it is as hard for 
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reviewer, is author of Polish Pr 
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a poor man to get psychiatric treatment as it is for a rich mai 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. (Laughter) The man who a! 
made the clinic possible is one of the spiritual leaders of 
country, the Reverend Shelton Hale Bishop. I know from my | 
experience the great good that individual theologians can do. 
as far as the right background, such things as lack of chure 
lack of medical care, lack of protection for children from har 
influences, organized membership, as a whole, has neither 
might nor the courage to fight them. 

I read an inscription once on a tombstone in the Eng 
countryside which expresses how I feel. It was at the grave 
man named Martin Eggenroth and the inscription read like ° 

“Here lie I—Martin Eggenroth. 

Have mercy on my soul, oh God, 
As I would have if I were God, 

And Thou wert Martin Eggenroth.” 


(Applause) 
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erator Denny: 

ank you, Mr. Wertham and Miss Peterson. Will you and the 
lemen join me up here around the microphone? There are a 
ple of questions I'd like to ask myself, but I won’t. I'll sit in 
ackground and give Dr. Sockman the first shot. 


. Sockman: I'd like to say to Dr. Wertham that his speech is 
appealing, but it seems to me it’s based on inaccurate 
‘rvations. I wonder if he knows what the churches have done 
ke case of bombing, for example? There was a time in the war 
in some ministers protested against certain kinds of bombing, 
hey paid a pretty severe price. There were no psychoanalyists 
ing out except as I could see to think we ought to be psycho- 
yzed. (Applause) I also wonder if he knows what we’re doing 
pan—the funds that churches are raising. I must say I’m glad 
ee that he recognized something—he quoted a most lovely 
heh which was taken from an English churchyard. Certainly 
*nurch shows us how to die if not to live. (Applause) 


«. Denny: Thank you. Now gentlemen have you any questions 
(k of these brethren on the right? 

Edman: I have questions to ask in the form of two obser- 
Was. One of the sister at the right—Miss Peterson. I was very 
p touched by her story of the five-year-old child who got 
mrt from religion, but we aren’t five-year-old children. We’re 
Himably grown up. (Applause) 

Would like a religion for grownups, and the need for comfort 
@t exactly equivalent to happiness. 

Jiave one further observation on my friend, Dr. Sockman. 
@:ly, if the church is progressive in its values, it might give up 
4H traditional ideas that seem to be its stock in trade. You 
®t have your progressive cake and orthodoxically eat it at 
Mame time. (Applause) 

4. Denny: Thank you, Dr. Edman. Miss Peterson? 


%s Peterson: Dr. Edman, you may not think you're a child. 
~w you and I used to have something in common when we 
ey up with the idea that our earliest grandparents were 
Mitionally able monkeys, but what I would like to ask you, 
MMe of the Darwinian theory, is about this myth business. 
¥63 you maintain that Valhalla and Olympus and Gethsemane 


My about equal in human values? (Applause) . 
Edman: That is a very shrewd and telling question to which 
Hi have to give a naive and more or less telling reply. Of 
®4- myths, taken with a grain of salt as a form of poetry, are 
Mioely significant, and if the churches would tell us frankly 
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that they are dealing with one of the forms of poetry—abow 
mate things—I would be much more sympathetic. (Appla 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Wertham, it’s your turn. 

Dr. Wertham: I would like to ask a question both of 
Peterson and Dr. Sockman. You may know that this Town 
Meeting of the Air has a great educational influence all ove 
country. There are high school boys who listen to the pro 
and, when we are through here, then they continue a discu 
That is a very great and very wholesome influence. 

I have just learned that one of those forum clubs which | 
to the Town Hall of the Air every Tuesday wanted to lister 
to this Town Hall of the Air on the radio and then discuss it | 
wards. This was in one of the most progressive high scho 
the city—the Roslyn High School on Long Island—whiel 
children—boys and girls—of all denominations, and they wi 
to discuss what we are saying here now. 

The school authorities said, ‘““No. You can listen to all the 
programs and discuss them, but you cannot discuss a progra 
religion.” I conclude from that that organized religion mu 
very definitely an anxiety and maybe a hate producing ag 
Why can these children not discuss it? 

Mr. Denny: Miss Peterson, will you step up. 

Miss Peterson: I have a very good idea why not. You said 
represented a great many denominations. I think probabl: 
authorities thought that it was unsuitable for them to deb 
discussion in which we are discussing the validity of the chu 
with two people who do not believe in God. (Applause) 

Dr. Sockman: May I just say this: Dr. Wertham says it i 
school which prohibited that discussion. This discussion | 
take place in a church; at least in one like mine. The churche 
not the ones that are limiting this, as far as I can see. (Appl 

Mr. Denny: Well, I’m glad there is no censorship on th 
Have we any more questions or comments from either one of 
Yes, Dr. Wertham? 

Dr. Wertham: There is somebody who has given an answ 
why these boys and girls cannot debate this discussion tot 
I don’t blame the school authorities at all, the way the pres 
of the forum up in Roslyn told me. The answer was given 
psychiatrist named Freud. Freud said that fundamentally « 
religion is a religion of love for those who belong to it, but er 
and intolerance toward others who don’t belong to it come né 
to every religion. I think that is the answer. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Dr. Sockman? 
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+. Sockman: I’d like to step from Freud up to Dr. Edman just 
ment (laughter) and ask him this question. He seems to 
e religion for having had all these centuries and yet leaving 
orld in such chaos. I’d like to remind him that that chaos 
peen intensified since science, of which he boasted so much, 
rome into view. : 

gree with most of what Dr. Edman said in criticizing the 
ich, but the only substitute he gives is what he calls the science 
ture and human nature, and when the world is left in such 
aos as he describes what faith has he in the science of human 
e left to itself? (Applause) 

. Edman: The answer to that is so simple that I almost hesi- 
0 make it. (Applause) We haven’t even tried science with 
jence to human and political and social affairs—we’ve used 
ply on the machinery of life. We haven’t given it a chance 
49 us in understanding ourselves except with the very young 
jee of psychiatry which Miss Peterson’s father knew a great 
bout. (Applause) 

s Peterson: I’d just like to say that my father was not at all 
*rned with psychoanalysis and that in his day psychiatry 
veant to help the ailing and seriously ill. I do not think that 
iat religion is for. Religion is for all men and for normal men; 
ila guide. Psychiatry has nothing to do with religion what- 
, though sometimes it might aid and abet it. 

» Denny: All right, thank you, Miss Peterson. Now we have 
itial message for our listening audience. 

«ouncer: You are listening to America’s Town Meeting of 
ir, coming to you from Town Hall, New York, where we’re 
ssing the question, “Do Our Churches Offer a Sound Basis 
sith and Living?” Our speakers are Dr. Ralph Sockman, 
ter of Christ Church in New York City; Dr. Irwin Edman, 
ssor of Philosophy at Columbia University; Virgilia Peterson, 
er and book reviewer; and Dr. Fredric Wertham, psychiatrist 
uthor. 

your convenience, we publish each week ina handy, pocket- 
pamphlet, called Town Meeting Bulletin, the complete text 
h Town Meeting, including the questions and answers that 
. If you’d like a copy of tonight’s Town Meeting, send 10 
to Town Hall, New York 18, New York, with a specific 
st for this program. 

ou’d like copies of earlier Town Meetings, such as the one 

2ek on “What Should Be the Liberals’ Program Now?” just 

y the program by subject and enclose 10 cents for each 
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program desired and send your request to Town Hall, New » 
18, New York. ) 

Be sure to reserve each Tuesday night on your calendag 
orderly but lively discussion on topics of vital interest to allo 
For instance, two weeks from tonight, we'll have a timely 
cussion of the subject, “Should We Recognize the Chinese C 
munist Government?” Our speakers will be Senator Si 
Bridges, Republican of New Hampshire; Dr. John F. Fairb 
Professor of History at Harvard, and two other speakers t 
announced. And now for our question period, we return yo 
Mr. Denny. 


GUESTIONS. PLEAGER 


Mr. Denny: Now, we’re ready for the questions. This gentle 
over here. 

Man: I have a question for Dr. Wertham. Dr. Wertham, just’ 
do you think organized religion could have done in the past 
as a substitute for the atomic homb? 

Dr, Wertham: Nothing. But right now we’re preparing r 
atomic bombs and there is no war. I think we live in p 
although you wouldn’t believe it when you read the newsp 
and I think right now organized religion could do a great 
to prevent the use of the atom bomb in the future. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Sockman, I recognize up the 
young man called Rolland Gammon who is the author of an ai 
in this month’s Pageant—“The Shame of Our Sunday Sch 
He has a question aimed at you. 

Man: Dr. Sockman. In my Pageant article, I warned that A 
ica may become a Nation of religious illiterates unless the Su 
schools do a better job of teaching Christian principles te 
young people. Now what concrete steps do you think tha 
Sunday schools should take to improve their teaching pert 
ance? 

Dr. Sockman: A very good question. I agree with you thé 
Sunday schools are at the point of almost a crisis, but I als 
greatly heartened by the strategic and intelligent efforts | 
given to improve our church school work. We have to depend 
teachers who are not paid. Therefore, we can’t do quit 
efficient work of the public schools. But you’d be greatly impr 


if you could see what is being done in the progressive chv 
of the country. 
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much of the criticism, you see, of our churches and church 
ols comes from those who are outside. It’s like trying to 
e colors of a stained glass window—you have to get inside 
jee the colors—and when you get inside—into the church 
ols—you see some of the efforts. 

“say, in brief, this: Better teachers, a better effort on the 
( of the parents to get their children to be regular, and thén 
intelligent and hearty encouragement on the part of church 
bers who may not have any children in the church school. 
lause) 

. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over here. 

en: Dr. Edman, if you would have us abandon our churches, 
‘ would you substitute in their place, since we cannot live by 
d alone? 

'. Edman: The question raised is: Since we cannot live by 
id alone, what else can we live by? I’m not proposing a mass 
ndoning of churches—that’s going piece by piecemeal any- 
| (Laughter) 

hat I do believe is that there will always be some necessary 
npt to express the ideals, the spiritual hopes, of mankind. I do 
wnink that those are necessarily tethered to a supernatural 
Eon nor to organized churches as we at present notice. (Ap- 
e) 

~ Denny: Thank you. Dr. Sockman has a comment. 

. Sockman: Just on a point of fact. Dr. Edman said the 
shes are going piecemeal anyhow. I wonder if he has read 
latest figures? He said he had many friends who were 
sters. I wonder if he has ever heard their sermons. (Laughter) 
e Christian Herald and the Federal Council gave out these 
es that last year there were 53 per cent of America’s popu- 
a belonging to some religious body—Jewish, Catholic, or 
#estant. In the twenty years from 1926 to 1947, the population 
's country increased only 24 per cent and the church member- 
0 per cent. If that’s going to pieces, then I say the pieces are 
plying pretty fast. (Applause) 

: Miss Peterson, you stressed greatly the need of an abso- 
How would such a need for an absolute guarantee either 
‘istence, or the fact that the absolute which you claim to have 
| is the right, true, or perfect absolute? 

| Denny: Let’s get as concrete as we can with these absolutes, 
Peterson. (Laughter) 

's Peterson: I can’t think of any other answer except what 
ire said, that “if God does not exist it would be necessary 
ent Him.” I think we have to have an absolute, and I think, 


Ly 


7 


by that very fact, we believe in the absolute that we are 
and that we have. I’m not a philosopher and I am certain! 
a tired cynic like our friend, Dr. Edman (laughter and apple 
and I do not— 

Mr. Denny: Now, Miss Peterson, watch your name calli 

Miss Peterson: I’m not proselytizing, either. I can’t hel; 
with your absolute. Sometime or other—you look rather 3 
to me—you may come a cropper, and look around for it, an 
it yourself. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Edman has a comment. 

Mr. Edman: Id like to say first, I’m not tired (laughte 
applause) and, secondly, I’m not cynical. The terms cynica 
critical are not identical. And thirdly, I would like to say 1 
I would like categorically—or as Miss Peterson would p 
absolutely—to deny the need of an absolute. I should li 
quote the epitaph found on the tombstone of a shipwr 
Greek sailor many years ago and not in a churchyard. (Laug 
It was this: 

“A shipwrecked sailor on this coast bids you set sail; 

Full many a gallant ship, ere we were lost, weathered the 

There’s nothing tired about that. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The lady here. 

Lady: Dr. Sockman, if the church offers us a sound bas 
living, why are not the youth attracted to it? ' 

Mr. Denny: Why aren’t the youth attracted to our chure 
they offer a sound basis for living? 

Dr. Sockman: That, too, is a very honest question, but I 
again you have to measure the situation. There are a great 
youth coming into the churches. I do not think that yout 
attracted to every type of church and, of course, we can’t @ 
see what youth is thinking. But I feel—not only here, but 
abroad this summer—that in many countries the youth are co 

Here’s the point: The church may not have the right am, 
to all the questions, but it’s asking the right questions. I 
youth are discovering that and that philosophy and psychoans 
while they are good in their place, they do not get down 1 
rock bottom things that youth want. I think you’re finding 
the thoughtful youth are coming to the church more and: 
(Applause) 


Mr. Denny: Thank you. Miss Peterson has something t 


Miss Peterson: I don’t see why you should talk abou 
churches attracting youth. They don’t have to be a displa: 
a store window. It’s up to the parents to give the youth ac 


18 


| 
(i about God, and then they’ll go to the churches. (Applause) 
| Denny: Thank you. The lady in the center aisle. 

y: My question is directed to Dr. Wertham. Dr. Wertham, is 
»pendence a characteristic of immaturity or childhood, and is 
pendence on a God an abnormality in adult life? 
\Wertham: No. (Laughter and applause) 

| Denny: Thank you. Thanks for the short answer. The 
man on the third row here. Quiet, please. 

h: Dr. Sockman, how is it, that with all the great teachings 
church, the world has not learned to avoid war with its goal 
ce? 

Sockman: Well, I can now answer the question that I think 
to have been answered when Dr. Edman spoke. We just 
‘t tried Christianity enough. That’s the point. It’s been with 
* we haven’t been willing to try it. (Applause) When a man 
tand up and try it he’s likely to get crucified or martyred, 
wet. But it’s that blood of the martyrs that makes the 


uik, if you will watch what the churches are pronouncing, 
I:!l see that the churches have made great progress from 
nrld War I until the present time on this matter of peace. 
ovr the members of the church, who cast the votes—I find 
@e likely to be Republicans or Democrats before they are 
cHsts or Presbyterians or churchmen. 

jenny: Thank you. The lady in green up there. 

«: Dr. Edman, if the churches are failing as badly as you try 
mate, how do you explain the increased interest and devo- 
1 modern men and women? 

@dman: In the churches, I presume you mean. The ques- 
how do I explain the increased devotion and sincerity, I 
, of communicants of the churches, whose statistics Dr. 
an also called my attention to. This may seem to you a 
hat impolite evasion, but it seems to me there is an im- 
: distinction to be made between membership in the church, 
may be for lots of good reasons, including church suppers, 
orofound concern with theology. (Applause) 

Denny: The lady is not satisfied. Let’s let her talk back. 


': I did not mention membership. I said interest and devo- 


tdman: Well, I don’t know how we can detect interest or 
Ga without some outward sign, and, on that ground, I would 
question the increased interest and devotion in the church. 
mean an increased sensitiveness to spiritual values, I 
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reiterate that I do not think the churches have a monopo 
that. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Miss Peterson has a comment on 

Miss Peterson: I still would like to remind you, Dr. K 
about Bedell Smith’s column this morning in the Times 
Easter in Moscow, in 1948, when the Square was completely 
and the church was so jammed the people could hardly keep 
feet. And how about all the counties behind the Iron Ci 
where prayer goes on and churches are continually attendec 
you still mistrust their attendance when it’s so dangero 
attend at all? (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now I see up in the balcony a 
good friend of Town Hall. A man from way out there o 
beautiful island of Hawaii, Mr. Harold Kent, who has a 
many Hawaiian boys and girls under his charge. He has a 
tion for Dr. Sockman. 

Mr. Kent: Dr. Sockman, recognizing the fact that the comn 
advance has spread throughout the world and that the 
Curtain is beginning to draw whole nations and whole pe 
within its lines, would the church support the use of mi 
might of the United States to check aggression and to ma 
individual freedom? 

Dr. Sockman: IfI were to answer in Dr. Wertham’s vein, I: 
say that of course the church would have to be hung on the 
of dilemma whether it would give people bread, or keep t 
armaments, or not. But I feel that, of course, we must be rez 
I have been very proud to see what we’ve been doing, th 
the Marshall Plan, to give the nations of Europe enough to li 

I should hate very much, may I say, to see the money give: 
to the Marshall Plan drained off into a vast rearmament pr 
for the world. I feel that it’s the best protection against co 
nism to have the economies of peacetime nations healthily on 
feet than to have them on their backs supporting great, 
armaments. 

I’m quite sure, of course, that members of the church—wh: 
might be the pronouncements of individual pastors—woule 
port the Nation if this country were attacked. I do not thin 
the people of the churches in America will get hysterical ar 
for a preventive war, for that, it seems to me, is when we pr 
to take the place of God. That, I think, the Christian peop! 
the peaceful citizens of America still do not want us ~ 
(Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman here. 

Man: My question is addressed to Miss Peterson. Don 
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ve that the church’s emphasis on dogma and creed over 
in and spiritual values has caused many thinking people 
sake it? 

s Peterson: I think that dogma and the creed are based on 
al and human values. I think that a church which does not 
iscipline and sacrifice from the person in return for fulfill- 
is not a church at all. I think that the wellsprings of self- 
.ce and discipline in our natures need this, and it is thus 
we develop. Therefore, I don’t think that you can say that 
gma and creed throw a smoke screen between you and the 
| On the contrary, they are the paths by which you reach 
plause) 

Denny: Thank you. The lady in the balcony. 

y: My question is addressed to Dr. Edman. Granted that our 
fres work for the common good, shouldn’t we attempt to 
mith and through them for their and our simultaneous im- 
ment, rather than merely criticizing? 

Denny: I’m afraid I didn’t get it either. Shouldn’t we work 
md through the church rather than against? 

#: With this organization which is set up for our common 
ather than trying to tear it down and criticizing it from 
tiside? 

Benny: Yes. You object to all criticism of the church? 

y: No, but I think we should work with the organization 
for our common good rather than just criticizing it—join 
his organization. 

enny: Yes, all right. Dr. Edman. 

Edman: There are two answers to that. One is that one 
| quite uncritically work with organizations whose funda- 
_ premises one questions. Secondly, I feel about churches 
ty I feel about college fraternities. As E. B. White once 
ed, “I believe not in fraternities, but in fraternity.” I be- 
ot in churches, but in the spiritual life, and I do not see 
irch as fulfilling that at the present time. (Applause) 

enny: Thank you. The lady right here. 

': Dr. Wertham. When was organized religion given op- 
tity to approve or disapprove of the Hiroshima bombings, 
Sor after the fact? 

WWertham: That’s easy to answer. You know, the church 
‘tself on supernatural knowledge, but in order to fulfill 
sion it makes use of very worldly means—power, property, 
anda, and politics. I think these means would have an 
sus influence which connects it with every possible social 
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I’m not so much interested in foreign politics; I’m mot 
terested in what happens here. As we are sitting here now, 
fifteen minutes, an American baby dies unnecessarily. Nov 
Sockman says the churches move very slowly. How many k 
must die before they move? (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, very much, Dr. Wertham. Now, 
our speakers prepare their summaries of tonight’s discu 
here’s a special message of interest to you. 

Announcer: Many of our best Town Meeting programs 
come about as a result of suggestions from Town Meeting list 
For more than fourteen years it has been our aim to kee 
program as close to your desires as possible. Won’t you cor 
to send us your suggestions? We're especially anxious to 
what you think of our plan of giving you at least one st 
each month like our program here tonight which deals 
personal human problems rather than controversial public 
tions. 

Does this proportion seem about right? Or would you 1 
have more programs dealing with religion; home and family 
lems; schools; juvenile crime and delinquency; the influer 
the comics, the press, radio, and television? 

Won’t you send us your suggestions? We'll be interest 
having your suggestions for speakers as well as for sul 
Remember, the address is Town Hall, New York 18, New 
Now for the summaries of tonight’s discussion, we return j 
Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Our first summary comes from Mr. F 
Wertham. 

Mr. Wertham: We have war in the air and on the air, al 
are given peace of mind in the bookstores. In my op 
psychiatrists nowadays talk about spiritual things to make 
science look like religion, and theologians use psychoanalytic 
to make religion look like science. 

But psychiatry and religion are two different things. You 
not substitute morality for medicine or medicine for moralit 

In order to live, we must have something to believe in. We 
believe in human beings; we must believe in something who 
a group, or a nation, or a job to which we can sincerel} 
ordinate ourselves. But we must have faith in human progr 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Dr. Wertham. Now Miss V 
Peterson, please. 

Miss Peterson: I don’t think a job or even the human nat 
Dr. Wertham and Dr. Edman is enough to believe in. I mu 
that all of us have to acknowledge the mystery of life and d 
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idge, the doctor, the scientist, the diver under the seas, the 
in the air, the soldier in battle, the people in exile, the parents 
ick child, the people who love one another—and certainly all 


‘if at no other time than at the hour of our death, thirst for 


laply maintain that so far only the churches have the answer 
» unanswerable mystery of ourselves, and I maintain that 
\s we can live. (Applause) 
| Denny: Thank you, Miss Peterson. Dr. Irwin Edman. 
Edman: Religious institutions, I have tried to say, do not 
le a sound basis for living, for they either assume, against 
lidence of scientific inquiry, a supernatural world, or they 
some new confused ideologies. They sanctify certain 
‘isms and absolutisms. They give a version of the working 
‘universe which modern scientific inquiry cannot accept. 
go not attempt to give the outlines of a faith for the human 
_in a natural world which is a challenge to intelligence and 
will. (Applause) 
'enny: Thank you, Dr. Edman. Now a final summary from 
»kman. 
eockman: After hearing our very distinguished scientist in 
“shy and in psychoanalysis, I still think more than ever 
ir hope lies in religion. I feel that Dr. Edman, himself, has 
admitted it when he said he came, at the end, to believe 
ssiritual life. I agree with the criticisms of the church, but 
we stand for the spiritual life. Psychoanalysis can take us 
‘but we must be pulled together. Philosophy can give us 
8, but we’ve got to make the wisdom work, and for that 
la One able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
think according to the power that worketh in us—that’s 
"4 pplause) 
"lenny: Thank you, Dr. Sockman, Fredric Wertham, Irwin 
4 and Virgilia Peterson for throwing a great deal of light 
@ very important question. 
'§ week we're going to discuss a question that has been 
ag both labor and management—“Is Profit-Sharing the 
to Labor-Management Disputes?” Our speakers will be 
art Symington, Secretary of the Air Force and a former 
Piling businessman; Colonel Cass H. Hough, executive vice 
at of the Daisy Manufacturing Company; Lemuel R. Boul- 
ice president of General Electric Company, and Joseph 
“nan, director of Labor’s League for Political Education. 
P} to be with us next week and every week at the sound of 
Ws bell. (Applause) 
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